JOHN   PRICE,   COMMONLY   CALLED   JACK   KETCH
of the haven of his reputable business by his manifold
failings.
Some were glad he was to catch nobody any more at Hyde
Park Corner, and others as sorry, especially those whom
he had often obliged with an old shirt or a handkerchief;
and indeed that which most troubled him for the loss of
his place was only that he could not any more send men
out of the world without being called to an account for it.
Now he was left to shift for himself again; and indeed, so
long as he had any fingers he could make as good a shift
as anybody, for there was nothing3 except it lay out of his
reach, but what he made his own.
What brought him to his end was his going one night
over Bunhill Fields in his drunken airs, when he met an old
woman, named Elizabeth White, a watchman's wife, who
sold pastry-ware about the streets. He violently assaulted
her in a barbarous manner, almost knocking one of her
eyes out of her head, giving her several bruises about her
body, breaking one of her legs, and wounding her in the
belly. Whilst he was acting this inhumanity two men
came along at the same time, and hearing dreadful groans
supposed somebody was in distress, and having the courage
to pursue the sound as well as they could, at last came up
to the distressed woman, which made Price damn them for
their impudence. However they secured him, and brought
him to the watch-house in Old Street, from whence a couple
of watchmen were sent to fetch the old woman out of Bunhill
Fields, who within a day or two died, under the surgeon's
hands.
Price was sent to Newgate, where he seemed to be under
a great surprise and concern for the death of the woman, till,
being tried and condemned for her, he was no sooner con-
fined in the condemned hold, than laying aside all thoughts
of preparing himself for his latter end, he appeared quite
void of all grace; and instead of repenting for his manifold
sins and transgressions, he would daily go up to chapel
intoxicated with cursed Geneva, comforting himself even to
the very last that he should fare as well in a future state
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